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“Tf you were with me,” Jawaharlal Nehru writés\in® one 
of his letters to the children of India, “I would love to talk 
to you about this beautiful world of ours, about flowers and 
trees and birds and animals and stars and mountains and 
glaciers and all the other wonderful things that surround us. 
...You must have read many fairy tales and stories of 
long ago. But the world itself is the greatest fairy tale and 
story of adventure that has been written. Only we must 
have eyes to see and ears to hear and a mind that opens out 
to the life and beauty of the world.” 

Jawaharlal Nehru is no longer there to talk to children: 
his message has to be carried to them so that they open out 
their minds to life and beauty. 

The life of anyone who has attained eminence in this 
world should convince us of the value of awareness, re- 
sponsiveness, and courage. I trust that the young readers of 
this book will discover what remarkable effect the pres- 
ence of these qualities had on Jawaharlal Nehrw’s life, and 
how they became the secret of his greatness. 
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He was aware of the beauty to be enjoyed and the ugli- 
ness to be removed. He felt as if all that was happening 
in the world was happening to him and it was his personal 
concer to see that the right thing was done. He had the 
courage to say and to do what he believed was right. But 
even when he was struggling against evil, against British 
rule in India or domination of one country by another any- 
where in the world, he was anxious to see that the beautiful 
was not destroyed in the conflict. 

He loved children and flowers and birds, but his love of 
friendship and peace among men and nations was deeper 
still, because that was for him the most beautiful and 
desirable of all things. It was to this that he dedicated all 
his thought and energy, and he did it with a smile that has 
become a part of our history. 

I must congratulate the Children’s Book Trust on per- 
suading Chalapathi Rau to write this book to introduce 
Nehru to the children of India he so dearly loved and who 
returned his love in such simple but touching manner, Few 
men could have done this better than Chalapathi Rau who 
not only knew Nehru intimately, but also understood him 
deeply. 


ji Childhood 


Jawaharlal Nehru was one of the greatest men the world has 
known. He was brave, kind, and generous. In his life of 
seventy-five years, he always worked hard and never knew 
fear. He was bom rich, but he lived like an ordinary man. 
For a long time he fought for the freedom of the country, by 
the side of Mahatma Gandhi and other leaders. After the 
country attained freedom, he was its first Prime Minister, for 
seventeen long years. 

He worked to make India happy and prosperous. He 
worked for the unity of the people belonging to different 
races, religions, and communities, for peace in the world, 
and for understanding between nations. He worked till the 
last; he died working. Throughout his life he loved the 
people greatly, and they loved him greatly in tum. He 
loved children especially, and they loved him and called him 
‘Chacha’ (Uncle) Nehru. The story of his life is one of 
noble words and noble deeds. 

Jawaharlal was born on November 14, 1889, in Allaha- 
bad. The day is celebrated by the people as Children’s Day. 
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His father was Motilal Nehru, a well-known and prosperous 
lawyer, and his mother was Swarup Rani, a pretty, sweet, 
and noble woman with a doll-like face. The Nehrus were 
Brahmins who had come from Kashmir, the loveliest part of 
India and one of the loveliest places in the world. They 
lived in Delhi first and then moved on to Agra. Motilal was 
born there on May 6, 1861. Motilal’s father, Gangadhar 
Nehru, was the Kotwal, the chief police official, of Delhi. 
He died before Motilal was born. His elder brothers, 
Bansidhar Nehru and Nandalal Nehru, brought up Motilal. 
Nandalal practised as a lawyer first at Agra and then at 
Allahabad. Motilal attended the Government High School 
in Kanpur and later studied at the Muir Central College in 
Allahabad. 


Motilal was to become a famous leader. He was hand- 
some, brilliant, and of a strong will. In the B.A. examina- 
tion he thought he had not done well in the first paper and 
so he did not appear for the second. His professor rebuked 
him because he had secured good marks in the first paper. 
Motilal decided to be a lawyer, like his brother. He stood 
first in the examination for High Court vakils. After some 
time, he settled down in Allahabad to practise at the High 
Court. 


Allahabad is a historic city. It stands at the meeting 
place of three rivers, the Ganga, the Yamuna, and the Sara- 
swati which for a long time has only flowed underground. 
The meeting of the three rivers is called the Sangam and the 
place is considered holy. Pilgrims from all over India go 
there to bathe in those waters. Allahabad was also for many 
years the capital of the United Provinces of Agra and Avadh, 


and has had a High Court where famous lawyers have prac- 
tised-and lived rich lives. It is a seat of learning. Several 
notable men have lived there at one time or another. 
Jawaharlal had a good family background, a rich and 
famous father, and a loving mother. Motilal lived first in 
the Chowk, an old part of the city, then moved to the 
ee Civil Lines, where mostly Euro- 
peans lived; and in 1900, when 
Jawaharlal was ten, he purchased a 
palatial house called Anand Bha- 
wan (Abode of Happiness). Anand 
Bhawan had many rooms, large 
lawns, and a swimming pool. Many 
famous men and women from near 
and distant parts of India went 
= a there and stayed with the Nehrus. 
anand) Bhawar Motilal was a great host, living 
in English style; he was a good talker; he knew several 
languages, and was full of wit and humour. Jawaharlal 
was the only son of the family, and the only child for many 
years, and was the object of much love. His sister Swaroop, 
who is now famous and well-known as Mrs. Vijayalakshmi 
Pandit, was born in 1900, and a second sister, Krishna, was 
born in 1907. With Swarup much younger than him and 
Krishna not yet born, Jawaharlal was a lonely boy. 


Motilal visited Europe several times and bought many 
things there, such as cycles and motor cars. After his first 
visit in 1899, he was expelled from his community because 
he would not perform the purification ceremony. Jawaharlal 
was brought up like an English boy. He rode a tricycle or 


a small pony. Learned Brahmins 
were engaged to teach him Hindi 
and Sanskrit, but with little success. 
He was sent to St. Mary's Convent 
School. After six months he was 
removed from the school and was 
then coached at home by an English 
tutor, Ferdinand Brooks, a young 
man in his twenties. Under the 
guidance of Brooks, Jawaharlal read, 
novels, romances, and books on re- 
ligion and science. 

He liked to read books by Scott, 
Thackeray, Dickens, Kipling, Lewis 
Carroll, and H. G. Wells. He special- 
ly liked books like Alice in Wonder- 
land by Lewis Carroll, Kim by cps The Prisoner of 
Zenda by Anthony Hope, and Three Men in a Boat by 
Jerome K. Jérome. Brooks taught him chemistry also. 
Jawaharlal did experiments in a crude laboratory or played 
about with a magnet and the geometry box. He developed 
a taste for riding and became a good horseman. He was a 
swimmer too, and played some cricket and tennis. 

Mrs. Annie Besant, an Irish woman who had made India 
her home, was.a famous leader at this time and she was 
a great orator. Jawaharlal came under her spell and joined 
the Theosophical Society founded by her. The society was 
interested in religious thought and did something to make 
known India’s past. But Jawaharlal soon became tired of 
Theosophy. He loved to read and to think, but he loved 
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action and men of action more. His father, Motilal, was 
himself a man of action. Jawaharlal stood in awe of his 
magnificent father. Like him, Jawaharlal was under the 
influence of Mogul culture and western ideas. He was at 
ease in the English language. He rather liked the English 
in his heart, though he did not like Englishmen to rule over 
Indians. 

Japan and Russia were fighting each other at that time. 
The Japanese victories stirred Jawaharlal. He waited for 
fresh news daily, and he read books about Japan. He 
thought of Asian freedom and Indian freedom. He dreamt 
of doing brave deeds, how he would, sword in hand, fight 
for India and help her to be free. 


Jawaharlal was growing and was now fourteen. There 
were changes in the family household. Motilal’s brothers 
had died and Motilal had brought up their children. These 
elder cousins of Jawaharlal were now leaving the common 
home. And the lonely boy was lonelier than ever. 


2 Harrow and Cambridge 


Motilal wanted Jawaharlal to be educated in England. In 
May 1905, when Jawaharlal was fifteen, the family set sail 
for England ; his father, his mother, his baby sister, and 
himself. 

Jawaharlal was admitted to the famous public school at 
Harrow. He was not a little fortunate to find a vacancy 
there for he was slightly above the usual age for entry, being 
fifteen. The parting from the family was hard. Motilal, 
writing a farewell letter before leaving Europe, referred to 
him as their ‘dearest treasure’. He was for the first time 
among strangers and for a while he felt lonely and homesick. 
He managed to take part in the life at the school, and work 
and play kept him busy. But he had a feeling that he was 
not one of the British boys, and he was left rather to himself. 
He had his share in the games, though he did not do too 
well in them. But he was no shirker. 

He was in a low form to begin with, because of his small 
knowledge of Latin, but he soon rose higher. In general 
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knowledge and in many subjects he was ahead of other boys. 
His interests were wider and he read both books and news- 
papers more than others did. He wrote to his father how 
dull most of the English boys were ; they could talk about 
nothing but their games. Some of them, however, were 
bright, especially those in the upper forms. 

At the end of 1905 there was a general election in England, 
and the Liberal Party won it. Early in 1906 the form-master 
asked the boys about the new Government. To his surprise, 
Jawaharlal was the only boy who could give much informa- 
tion on the subject, including an almost complete list of the 
new ministers. 

Jawaharlal was not absorbed only in politics. ‘Those were 
the early days of flying and he was interested in its progress. 
The Wright brothers and others made their first flights in the 
air and Jawaharlal was thrilled. He wrote to his father that 
soon he might be able to pay a week-end visit to India by air. 

In 1906 in the track and field competition, he won the 
half mile race and was placed third in the mile event. He 
was awarded the prize for topping the examination list in 
his form during the third term in 1905 and again in the first 
term in 1906. Dr. Wood, the Headmaster of Harrow, was 
satisfied with him in every way and sent good reports to 
Motilal. Motilal was pleased. 

Jawaharlal liked Harrow. He joined the Rifle Club and 
the Cadet Corps, yet he began to feel he was outgrowing 
Harrow. The university attracted him. During the years 
1906 and 1907 the news from India disturbed him. There 
was little news in the papers he read in England, but even 
what there was made him feel that big events were 
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happening in his home country, in Bengal, 
Punjab, and Maharashtra. There was a boy- 
cott of British goods and a movement for swa- 
deshi, or Indian-made, goods. All this stirred 
his mind. But there was no one at Harrow 
to whom he could talk about it. It was only 
when, during the holidays, he met some cousins 
or friends that he could express his thoughts. 
In the summer of 1906 he went to India and 
spent three weeks with his parents in Mussoorie. 
Back in England, he wrote his comments on 
Indian politics to his father, and he wanted 
more and more information in return. 


At this time Jawaharlal came to know the 
story of Italian freedom and unity. He was 
given as a prize a book by the historian Tre- 
velyan on Garibaldi, a great Italian hero. This 
impressed him and he soon got the other Gari- As a cadet at Harrow 
baldi books and studied Garibaldi’s heroic 
life. He thought that in India too there might be a strong 
movement for freedom, as there had been in Italy. 


Harrow seemed a rather small place for these ideas and 
he wanted a wider sphere. His father agreed, and he left 
Harrow after only two years’ stay. When the time came to 
part, he felt unhappy and tears came to his eyes. He had 
grown fond of the place. 

At the beginning of October 1907, when he was approach- 
ing eighteen, Jawaharlal joined Trinity College, Cambridge. 
It is a famous college at a famous university and has produced 
many Prime Ministers. He was happy he was at college. 
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At Cambridge 


He had a great deal of freedom to do what he liked. He 
felt he was not a boy now but a grown-up. He wandered 
about the big courts and narrow streets of Cambridge. He 
was there for three years, three quiet years with little of dis- 
turbance in them. But they were not wasted years. He 
learnt much. : 


Jawaharlal studied for the Natural Science Tripos. His 
subjects were chemistry, geology, and botany. But his 
interests were wider. He met many people at Cambridge, 


or during the vacations in London, who talked about books 
and literature, history, politics, and economics. At first he 
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knew little of these subjects, but he read a few books and 
was soon able to keep his end up. He discussed even difficult 
authors and books. He came into contact with socialist ideas, 
and he came under the influence of Bernard Shaw and 
Bertrand Russell. Along with his friends, he considered 
himself very clever. At this time, people liked a soft life 
and pleasant experiences. Jawaharlal was attracted by the 
beautiful side of life, and he had the idea of going through 
life worthily, making the most of life but not in a vulgar way. 
There was much to be done and much to be seen. The 
problems of life were not yet real problems. It was the world 
before the First World War. That world was soon to die. 

Jawaharlal’s life was filled with work and games and 
amusements. The political struggle in India stirred him. 
Meredith Townsend’s book Asia and Europe influenced him 
greatly. India was full of unrest and trouble. The people 
were prepared to fight against foreign rule. He was glad 
his father had become very active in politics. They corre- 
sponded regularly. But Jawaharlal was critical of Motilal’s 
moderate politics. 

Indians in Cambridge had a society called the Majlis, and 
there they held debates on political problems. But they did 
this in the British way, copying the British style and manner, 
and not dealing straight with the subject. Jawaharlal 
attended the Majlis debates but hardly ever spoke there. 
He was shy and diffident. In the college debating society 
there was a rule that a member not speaking for a whole 
term had to pay a fine. He often paid the fine. He was 
later to become one of the finest speakers of his time. 

During Jawaharlal’s time at Cambridge, some famous 
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Indian leaders visited the Indian students and talked to them. 
The Indian students felt superior to the British students 
because they thought theirs was a wider culture and they 
could take a broader view of things. Among the Indian 
students of that time, some were to become well-known 
leaders, while some joined Government service. 


In 1908 Jawaharlal had a brief vacation in India. In 
1909 Motilal went to Europe and Jawaharlal joined him. 
Father and son saw Count Zeppelin arrive in his new airship 
in Berlin ; and they saw aviation feats in Paris. 

Jawaharlal was twenty when he took his degree at Cam- 
bridge with second class honours in the Natural Science 
Tripos. It was 1910. For a little while there were sugges- 
tions that he should join the Indian Civil Service. It was 
considered the highest service at that time and only bright 
students could sit for the examination. But the idea was 
dropped. He was not yet of the right age, and neither his 
father nor he was keen on it. If he joined the 1.c.s. he 
would be posted in various places distant from home. His 
father and mother wanted him near them after his long 
absence. 

It was decided he should join the Bar, like his father, and 
he joined the Inner Temple, London. His law studies did 
not take up much time. He did a lot of general reading and 
he took an interest in socialist ideas and the Irish freedom 
movement. He could think much and discuss much. He 
got through the Bar examinations easily. In the summer of 
1912 he was called to the Bar, and in the autumn he returned 
to India after a stay of over seven years in England. He had 
been home only twice, during his holidays. 
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The young barrister 


Jawaharlal was apt to spend money lavishly. Motilal 
mildly remonstrated with him. Once Jawaharlal wanted to 
buy a motor car, but Motilal rejected the idea because he 
was afraid of accidents. At another time, Jawaharlal had 
the narrowest of escapes while plunging into a mountain 
torrent in Norway. 
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3 Home-coming 


On his return home from England, Jawaharlal found India 
politically dull. The nationalist leaders were divided into 
extremists and moderates. The extremists were those who 
wanted strong action against the British. The moderates 
were those who believed in argument. The extremists at 
this time were without their leader, Tilak, for he was in 
prison. The moderates were co-operating with the British. 
The Congress, which was the organization of Indian nation- 
alists, was at this time a moderate group. 

Jawaharlal was a delegate to the Congress session at 
Bankipore during Christmas 1912. He found it was an upper 
class affair, with everyone speaking English. Most of the 
delegates wore morning coats and well-pressed trousers. It 
was like a social gathering, not a political meeting. It had 
little to do with the people. Jawaharlal was disappointed. 

He joined the High Court. He took an interest in his 
work, but he slowly grew tired of the dull routine. Life 
was pleasant at first, but it soon lost its freshness. He often 
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went to the Bar library and to the club, and the same people 
were to be found in both, talking about the same things, often 
about law and the law courts. It was not exciting to the mind. 

Jawaharlal was dissatisfied with life. He did shikar. He 
liked the outings but did not care for the killing. Law did 
not engage him fully. Politics to him meant rebellion against 
foreign rule, but there was no scope for it then. He joined 
the Congress and worked hard when there was action. But 
there was not always action. 

Gokhale, the great moderate leader, had founded the 
Servants of India Society. Its members were engaged in 
social and other service. They led simple lives and received 
only the bare means of livelihood. Jawaharlal was at first 
attracted to the society. But the politics of its members were 
too moderate for him and he did not join it. 

The First World War broke out in August 1914. The 
Germans and their allies were fighting against the British 
and their allies. India had no interest in the war but she 
was brought into it without her consent. She was kept 
under tight control by the British. There were loud declara- 
tions of loyalty from some people but among most people 
there was no love for the British, who were the rulers. There 
was also no love for Germany. Jawaharlal’s sympathies 
were with France, who was on the side of the British and 
was attacked by the Germans. - 

The Indian people helped the British but they also wanted 
freedom from British rule. Slowly, political life grew again. 
Tilak came out of prison, and he and Mrs.{ Besant started 
organizations to demand freedom from British rule. These 
were called Home Rule Leagues. Stirring speeches were 
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made. The sessions of the Congress and of the Muslim 
League, which was an organization of Muslims, became 
exciting. The atmosphere was tense.- Mrs. Besant was 
interned and this excited even the moderates. 

Motilal was at first a moderate. Other moderate leaders 
resigned from Mrs. Besant’s Home Rule League, but he re- 
mained in it. He was by nature rebellious and he gradually 
became a strong nationalist. Motilal and Jawaharlal influ- 
enced each other. Motilal believed in argument ; Jawaharlal 
was youthful and impulsive. Motilal had an aristocrat’s 
ways; Jawaharlal wanted to adopt the ways of the people. 
They came under the influence first of Mrs. Besant. When 
she became a moderate, they came under the influence of 
Gandhi. 

Jawaharlal was gradually drawn into political activities. 
He was shy of speaking in public. He felt that public 
speeches should not be in English and he did not know if he 
could speak at length in Hindustani. It was in 1915 that he 
made his first public speech in Allahabad. It was at a meeting 
held to protest against a new law. He spoke briefly and in 
English. As soon as the meeting was over, Dr. Tej Bahadur 
Sapru, a leading moderate leader, embraced and kissed him 
` in public. A 

There were arguments between moderates and extremists 
and there were arguments between Motilal and Jawaharlal. 
Sometimes the arguments were heated. Motilal was too 
obstinate to change easily. He took time for each step. But 
once he felt strongly and thought it was right, he took the 
step and there was no going back for him. 

It was during the Lucknow Congress held during Christ- 
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mas 1916 that Jawaharlal first met Gandhi. Gandhi had 
become a legend. But he was yet distant. Soon Motilal 
and Jawaharlal were to know him well and work with him 
closely. 
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Balgangadhar Tilak Gopalkrishna Gokhale 


4 Kamala 


Jawaharlal was married in 1916 in the city of Delhi. The 
bride was Kamala Kaul, a pretty young woman. The 
marriage took place on Vasanta Panchami day, which marks 
the coming of spring. It was a happy marriage. Jawaharlal 
took Kamala to Kashmir. She was shy and tender, and 
Jawaharlal liked to tell her what he knew of the world and 
of the spirit of freedom which was sweeping the country. A 
daughter was born to them on November 19, 1917. She was 
named Indira Priyadarshini. 

Kamala soon showed that she was a brave woman of 
strong will. She joined Jawaharlal and other members of the 
family in the freedom struggle. She also went to prison 
several times and had her share of suffering. When she was 
out of prison she organized volunteers and led protests. 
Jawaharlal’s mother also joined the struggle, and little Indira, 
though young, did her share of work by organizing a group 
of children, called the Monkey Brigade, to run errands for 
Congress prisoners. 
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Kamala had a little schooling 
but she had no formal education. 
She was a simple young woman, 
with a girlish look. But her eyes 
had depth and fire. She was not 
the modern type of girl, with the 
modem girl’s habits, yet she took 
easily to modern ways. She was an 

Indian girl, and in particular a Kash- 
miri girl. She was sensitive and 
proud. She was reserved before 
some people, but she was gay and 
frank -with those she knew and 
liked. She had strong likes and dis- 


likes. She was very sincere. 


Jawaharlal was busy as a nationalist worker and leader 
and for long periods he almost forgot Kamala. He could 
not give her his company, for he was living in a world of 
his own. Yet he did not forget her entirely. He went back 
to her again and again. She gave him comfort and strength 
and comradeship. He sometimes felt that he was taking 
much from her and not giving enough back. She never 
sought his help. She played her own part in the national 
struggle and was not anybody’s shadow. Jawaharlal was in 
prison often and she was left to herself. And she too went 
to prison. 


In the early months of 1930, Jawaharlal and Kamala 
worked closely together. This was a new delight to them. 
But there was national unrest again, and the Salt Satyagraha 
began. Jawaharlal was in prison once more. Then a re- 
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The bride and bridegroom 


Jawaharlal, his wife, and daughter Indira 


markable thing happened. The men were in prison but the 
women came to the front and took charge of the struggle. 
This time they played their part in large numbers. These 
women belonged to all classes. Rich women, peasant women, 
working class women, all joined the struggle. Among them 
Kamala played a brave and noble role. Jawaharlal was 
arrested again and again during this time, and these prison 
terms came between him and Kamala. 


Kamala was often ill. Finally she was sent to Europe 
for treatment. She entered a sanatorium at Badenweiler in 
the Black Forest in Germany. Jawaharlal was in prison at 
Almora in the mountains when news came in September 1935 
that Kamala was in a critical condition. He was released 
and he went to Badenweiler to see her. She was still brave 
and smiling. Her condition took a turn for the better during 
Christmas 1935. Jawaharlal went to England with Indira. 
Kamala’s condition became bad again. She fought this 
crisis well also and was better and cheerful. She was tired 
of Badenweiler and wanted a change. 


Jawaharlal had been elected president of the Congress 
for a second time and it was to meet in April. He did not 
want to leave Kamala ; she did not want him to resign from 
the presidentship. In January 1936 she was better and was 
taken to a sanatorium in Switzerland. Her progress was 
slow. Jawaharlal consulted her and the doctor about his 
programme. He was to go back to India. But Kamala’s 
condition was bad again and Jawaharlal postponed his return 
to India by a week or ten days. Early on the morning of 
February 28, Kamala died. A brave woman was gone. 
Indira was there with Jawaharlal. 


5 Gandhi 


Gandhi was a man of the centuries. Such men are born in 
this world only after long intervals. Some say he was the 
greatest Indian after Buddha. He changed the face and 
mind of India. He made heroes of common men. He 
influenced most people of his time, and the Nehru family 
was among them. Motilal became a close friend of Gandhi, 
and Jawaharlal was his favourite disciple and his closest co- 
worker. 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born in 1869 in 
Porbandar, a town in Kathiawad, which is now a part of 
Gujarat. His father and grandfather were dewans and his 
mother, Putlibai, was a devout and pious woman. Gandhi 
was much under her influence. He listened to her stories of 
great devotees, and was an honest and truthful boy. If he 
ever told an untruth, he was ashamed of it and confessed. 
Whenever he did anything bad he did not conceal it. He 
was devoted to God and to truth; and he studied hard. At 
the age of thirteen he was married to Kasturbai. 
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After his matriculation, Gandhi 
was sent to England to study for 
the Bar. He promised his mother 
he would not touch wine or meat. 
In London he learnt as much as he 
could. He led a simple life and 
kept an account of everything he 
spent. He wore English clothes. 
He was a strict vegetarian and be- 
came a member of the Vegetarian 
Society. On his return to India in 
1891, he practised in the courts for 
some time. He was then asked to 
take up a case in South Africa. He 
went there in 1893. He became deeply interested in the 
struggle of the Indian people in South Africa for equal rights 
with the whites. He organized the Indians to fight for their 
rights. He was ill-treated and beaten by the whites, but 
he never gave up. In the long struggle he always followed 
truth and non-violence. 


Gandhi thought much, read much, and wrote much. He 
edited weekly newspapers. He practised whatever he be- 
lieved. He had to suffer, but he believed in suffering. Life 
to him was an experiment with truth. Truth was a part of 
the struggle which he led. Non-violence was another part 
of it. Gandhi waged his struggle against the whites in South 
Africa on a high level. The form of the struggle which 
Gandhi followed was known as Satyagraha. It means * hold- 
ing fast to truth’. Gandhi organized his fellow workers for 
Satyagraha. They were to follow truth and non-violence and 
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live simply. Gandhi became known throughout the world. 


Gandhi returned to India from South Africa in 1915 with 
a batch of volunteers. He took a vow of silence for one 
year. Then he began to speak on social, economic, and 
political problems. He spoke for Hindi and swadeshi, 
urging the people to use goods made in their own country ; he 
spoke against untouchability and other evils; he preached 
the right to rebel. When war broke out he offered his 
co-operation to the British for some time. But the British 
did not concede self-government to India. Indian leaders 
demanded freedom. The British Government introduced 
laws for repression. When Indians protested, there was 
firing. The entire nation felt humiliated and angry. 

Gandhi was a moderate at first, but in course of time he 
wanted a strong programme. He did not merely ask for 
political freedom. He wanted the people to be Indians in 
every sense, to boycott foreign cloth and foreign goods, to 
boycott schools and colleges and courts established by the 
British. This was called non-violent non-co-operation. 
There was to be non-co-operation 
with the British regime. 

From 1920 onwards, Gandhi be- 
came the greatest leader of the 
freedom movement. He was called 
Mahatma, or the Great Soul, be- 
cause of his pure life. He insisted 
on the right ends and the right 
means. There were many leaders 
at that time but he soon led 
everyone. Thousands underwent a 


Mohandas Gandhi and his 
wife, Kasturba, 1915 


change. They wore khadi, hand-spun, hand-woven cloth ; 
they gave up riches, and led simple lives. Gandhi had 
given up English clothes in South Africa. He wore only a 
turban and a dhoti when he returned to India. Now he 
started wearing only a loin cloth. 

Motilal came under Gandhi's influence. From the 
princely life he had led, he changed to plain and simple living. 
He came close to Gandhi. Jawaharlal came even closer. 
Gandhi liked him most among his associates. Jawaharlal was 
young, daring, chivalrous, and truthful. Gandhi called him 
the jewel of India, and a man without reproach. Jawahar- 
lal often differed from Gandhi. At first he could not under- 
stand Gandhis ways. He could not understand non- 
violence; nor could he understand Gandhis method of 
starting a struggle and calling it off if something went wrong. 
He often quarrelled with Gandhi. But, with the passing 
years, he began to understand Gandhi. 


Gandhi was the spirit of India. Behind his simple ways 
was great strength. He was like a king, though he was meek. 
He represented the peasant millions. He did not seem 
modern but he was a revolutionary. He alone among the 
leaders had a plan of action. He showed the way. So, what- 
ever his doubts, Jawaharlal followed him. They understood 
each other, loved each other, and worked together through- 
out Gandhi’s life. And when Gandhi died, Jawaharlal felt 
that his Master was gone. He was on his own. But he 
never forgot Gandhi and what he and India owed to him. 
Whenever people think of Gandhi, they think of Jawaharlal. 
And whenever people think of Jawaharlal, they think of 
Gandhi. The two go together. 
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6 Freedom Struggle 


The First World War ended in November 1918. The Indian 
people wanted freedom from British rule and were in a mood 
of revolt. They asked the British to fulfil their promises. 
The British made new laws. Under these laws, people 
could be sent to prison without trial. Gandhi started Satya- 
graha. Congressmen disobeyed the law and got themselves 
arrested. This was their peaceful protest. 

There was unrest throughout the country. One day, in 
1919, people closed down all business for the day. This is 
known as a hartal. There were police and military shootings 
at some places. In Amritsar, a crowd of people were 
listening to political leaders in a public garden called Jallian- 
wala Bagh. The garden was surrounded by a wall. General 
Dyer opened fire on the crowd without warning. They 
could not escape because of the wall. Many people were 
killed. The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, as it was called, is 
still remembered all over the country. 
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The Congress held an inquiry into the Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre. Jawaharlal went there with Gandhi and other 
leaders. They heard stories of horror. People had been 
flogged and made to crawl on their bellies even though they 
were innocent. The Congress report was written mainly by 
Gandhi. The British also held an inquiry. General Dyer 
was later punished. ‘But he is still known as the man who 
killed many Indians without cause. 

Jawaharlal was in close touch with Gandhi in those days. 
In 1919 there was a Congress session at Amritsar. There 
Gandhi was heard as a leader for the first time. He put 
forward his programme of non-violent non-co-operation. 
Gandhi thought that Indians themselves were responsible for 
not being free because they co-operated with the British. If 
they were to be free, they must not co-operate. This would 
be non-co-operation. They must at the same time be peace- 
ful, for violence would lead to violence and would be bad. 
This was the idea behind non-violent non-co-operation. It 
was to begin on August 1, 1920. Tilak died on that day. 
Gandhi and Jawaharlal joined the vast funeral procession. 

Jawaharlal later clashed with the authorities. His mother 
and his wife were not well and he took them to Mussoorie. 
An Afghan delegation had come to India for peace talks 
with the Government. The Afghans too were fighting the 
British. The Government did not want Jawaharlal to meet 
the Afghan delegation, and so ordered him to leave the dis- 
trict within twenty-four hours. Reluctantly, Jawaharlal re- 
turned to Allahabad. 

At this time Jawaharlal came to know the peasants of the 
United Provinces. About two thousand of them were camp- 
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ing on the banks of the Yamuna. They asked him to hear 
the story of their sufferings. He heard them and was deep- 
ly moved. There were many landlords all over the United 
Provinces. They paid a tax to the Government, but they 
could do what they liked with the land. They could not 
cultivate it themselves. The peasants cultivated it for them. 
But the landlords oppressed the peasants and collected as 
much money as possible from them. If they did not pay, 
they were driven off the land. They never knew how long 
they would be able to stay, nor when they might have to go. 
They led poor, miserable lives. Jawaharlal wanted them to 
rise against the landlords and help themselves. He spoke 
often to them. He gradually lost his shyness and began to 
address big meetings. The peasants helped him to know 
the countryside. He helped them to know themselves. 
They joined the national movement in large numbers. 
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7 Non-co-operation 


Non-co-operation became a great movement. It changed 
the lives of the people. They non-co-operated with every- 
thing that was British. They went to prison in large num- 
bers. Many gave up foreign cloth and boycotted the schools 
and colleges that had been established by the British. 
National schools and colleges were established. Indian lan- 
guages were encouraged. The Prince of Wales, the eldest 
son of the British king, came to India in 1921. Big recep- 
tions were arranged in his honour, but the people boycotted 
them. Jawaharlal was arrested while taking part in this 
boycott programme. 

The non-co-operation movement went on and thousands 
of people were arrested. It seemed the movement was a 
great success. Then something bad happened. At Chauri 
Chaura, a village in Bihar, a crowd of peasants set fire to a 
police station and burnt to death half a dozen policemen. 
Gandhi was grieved over this violence and withdrew the non- 


A family of freedom-fighters: Jawaharlal, Kamala, and Indira 


co-operation movement. In prison, Jawaharlal was unhappy 
over Gandhi's decision. What sort of leader was he? 
People had done a wrong thing at Chauri Chaura, and they 
had to be criticized. But why was the movement with- 
drawn ? Jawaharlal felt it was difficult to understand Gan- 
dhi’s strange ways. Motilal and other leaders also thought 
like Jawaharlal. 


Jawaharlal was released from prison and he went to see 
Gandhi in Ahmedabad. He wanted to discuss with Gandhi 
what was to be done next. But before Jawaharlal reached 
Ahmedabad, Gandhi was arrested. Jawaharlal was present 
when Gandhi was tried and sentenced. Gandhi answered 
the charges made against him, and in answering them he 
made a statement which moved everyone. Even the British 
judge was moved. 


Jawaharlal returned to Allahabad. He was arrested this 
time for picketing shops selling foreign cloth. He was 
sentenced to eighteen months’ imprisonment. No one knew 
then when he would be set free or how long he would be 
allowed to remain free. But there was a lull in the non-co- 
operation movement, and many leaders were released. 
Jawaharlal kept himself busy. He became General Secre- 
tary of the Congress, and held that post from time to time. 
He liked work and he was hard-working. 

The British had introduced fresh reforms. There were 
new councils with ministers. Congressmen did not want to 
be ministers, Jawaharlal refused to be one. But some 
Congressmen thought they should be in the councils and 
fight for freedom from there also. These Congressmen 
called themselves Swarajists ; they also wanted Swaraj or self- 
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rule. Other Congressmen did not want to fight elections 
or go into the councils. They thought it would be a waste 
of time. These Congressmen were called ‘ No-changers’, or 
those who would not change. They wanted to follow 
Gandhi. Jawaharlal was one of them. He was for direct 
action, not for making speeches in the councils. 
Congressmen were divided. They sometimes criticized 
each other. But they all respected Gandhi. He did not 
mind if they did not follow him. He knew they would come 
back to him. He did not like the programme of going into 
the councils. But he blessed the Swarajists also. The 
Swarajists gradually found that they could do nothing in the 
councils. They made speeches and they argued, but the 
British did not respond to the demand for Swaraj. They 
offered reforms, but they would not agree to give freedom. 
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8 Europe 


There was confusion in the country. Nobody knew what 
would happen next. Gandhi was thinking of some plan of 
action, but he did not make up his mind. To Jawaharlal, no 
clear path was to be seen. Kamala was ill and had been in 
hospital in Lucknow. Now she needed treatment in Switzer- 
land. In March 1926 Jawaharlal, Kamala, and Indira went 
to Europe. 


He was happy to get away from India. He wanted to 
see things from a distance. He enjoyed his visit to Europe. 
He enjoyed it in every way, going to old places, meeting 
old friends, and ‘taking part in sports. He liked to keep 
himself in good health, wherever he was. The habit re- 
mained with him throughout his lifetime. 

There were several Indians who had left India and were 
living in Europe. They were men of all kinds, Jawaharlal 
enjoyed meeting those men who had fought for their country 
in their own way. He also met another set of people. He 
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met Romain Rolland, the French writer, and Ernst Toller, 
the German dramatist. 

In February 1927 the Congress of Oppressed National- 
ities met in Brussels. The Indian National Congress nomi- 
nated Jawaharlal as a delegate to the Brussels meeting. Many 
leaders of subject peoples who became famous later were 
there. Jawaharlal met the widow of Sun Yat Sen, the great 
leader of China, who had brought freedom and a modern 
outlook to that country. Madame Sun Yat Sen was to be- 
come a leader of the regime set up by the Communists in 
China. Jawaharlal also met Dr. Ho Chi-Minh, the leader of 


As a delegate to the Congress of Oppressed Nationalities in Brussels, 1927 


the Vietnamese people who were struggling against French 
rule. Dr. Ho was to become the President of North Viet- 
nam. Jawaharlal also met the leaders of other peoples. 
They differed in their views on the means, but they all 
wanted freedom from colonial rule. 

At Brussels, Jawaharlal understood India’s freedom strug- 
gle against the background of the freedom struggle of other 
peoples who were also under foreign rule. This experience 
helped him to understand that the struggle was one all over 
the world. 

Jawaharlal also went to the Soviet Union. There he 
found a new civilization, a new way of life. He had studied 
the Russian Revolution which had taken place in 1916, but 
now he saw for himself what changes it had brought to the 
Russian people. The visit made a big impression on him. 
He worked for friendship between India and the Sovict 
Union. He wanted India to learn from the Soviet Union’s 
experience. 
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9 Independence Pledge 


Jawaharlal returned from Europe full of new ideas. At the 
Madras Congress, in December 1927, he moved a resolution 
saying that independence was India’s goal. Till then, Con- 
gress leaders had been prepared to think of India as a 
dominion within the British Empire. A dominion was free 
except for some link with the British Crown. Dominion status 
meant the substance of independence. The Congress now 
said that India should be completely independent. Gandhi 
thought Jawaharlal was rash and criticized him. 

At this time, the British Government decided to find out 
if India was fit for self-rule or Swaraj. It appointed a com- 
mission of inquiry, called the Simon Commission. Simon, a 
famous lawyer, was its chairman. There were no Indians on 
the commission. The Congress and other nationalist parties 
in India decided to boycott it. When the commission came 
to India, large numbers of people, old and young, greeted 
it with shouts of “Simon, go back!’ Congress leaders led 
the boycott. Jawaharlal was one of them. 
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During a demonstration against the Simon Commission, 
he was attacked by mounted police in Lucknow. He wanted 
to hit back, It was difficult to remain non-violent when 
beaten with lathis. But Gandhi wanted the people to be 
non-violent. So Jawaharlal remained non-violent, though 
he was badly hurt. There was a stir throughout the country. 


The British threw a challenge to the Indian people. The 
Indian people seemed divided and the British asked them to 
prepare an agreed scheme for self-rule. A conference of all 
parties was held under Motilal’s chairmanship. It prepared 
a scheme. But the British did not accept it. They wanted 
the Simon Commission to prepare a scheme. The commis- 
sion prepared one, but the Indian people did not want it. 


The Congress met at Calcutta in December 1928. Moti- 
lal was president. There were differences between the older 
people and the younger people. The older people were led 
by Gandhi and Motilal. The younger people were led by 
Jawaharlal and Subhas Bose. Jawaharlal and Subhas wanted 
immediate independence. The older leaders did not want to 
be in a hurry. They thought India was not in a position to 
enforce a demand for independence. There was a com- 
promise. The British were to be given one year’s notice. If 
they did not agree to independence within one year, the Con- 
gress would declare independence as its goal. 
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The one year passed. There was no response from the 
British. The Viceroy, Lord Irwin, held talks with the lead- 
ers, but he did not agree even to dominion status. The Con- 
gress was to meet at Lahore. Jawaharlal was chosen to pre- 
side over it. Other names were proposed. But Gandhi was 
keen on Jawaharlal becoming president. This was what 
Gandhi said of him at this time : ‘In bravery, he is not to be 
surpassed. Who can excel him in the love of the country ?. . . 
He is undoubtedly an extremist thinking far ahead of his 
surrounding. But he is humble enough and practical enough 
not to force the pace to the breaking point. He is pure as 
the crystal, he is truthful beyond suspicion... The nation 
is safe in his hands.’ 


Jawaharlal was only forty 
when he presided at Lahore. 
He rode on a white horse to 
the Congress platform. He made 
a spirited speech. 

“I am a socialist and a re- 
publican, he said. He did not 
care for kings and for captains of 
industry. He wanted Swaraj 
for the poor, not for the rich. 
He urged the people to dare 
and to act. At midnight on 
December 31, 1929, the Con- 
gress declared for independ- 
ence. Congressmen took the 
Independence Pledge. It was a 
historic day. 


President, Lahore Congress, 1929 


10 Salt Satyagraha 


The Congress took the Independence Pledge, but there was 
no response from the British. A plan of action was neces- 
sary, and Gandhi again had a plan. He put forward pro- 
posals for reform. One of them was that there should be no 
tax on salt. If the proposals were not accepted, there would 
be Satyagraha. The Viceroy rejected the proposals. Gandhi 
prepared the country for Satyagraha. 

It was a strange Satyagraha. Gandhi felt that salt was the 
poor man’s food, and there should be no tax on it. It should 
be free, So he asked the people to make salt illegally. The 
salt law was to be broken. It would not bring Swaraj. But 
Gandhi thought of it as an effective form of protest. He 
himself was to lead it. 

On March 12, 1930, Gandhi marched, with a band of 
volunteers, from his ashram at Sabarmati towards Dandi. 
He stopped at the wayside villages and spoke to the people. 
“Today the pilgrim marches onward on his long trek. . .’, said 


Jawaharlal. 
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The Dandi March: Gandhi and his followers on their way to the sea-shore 


The Salt Satyagraha began. Large numbers of people, 
including many women, started making salt. They were 
arrested or beaten with lathis. But they continued to break 
the law. Jawaharlal was arrested and sentenced at Allaha- 
bad. Gandhi was arrested on reaching Dandi. Motilal was 
arrested and put in the same prison as Jawaharlal at Naini. 
Other leaders were also arrested. New leaders sprang up 
everywhere, and the Satyagraha went on. 


The British Government found that the Satyagraha was 
a success. So they opened talks with the Congress leaders. 
The Viceroy released Motilal and Jawaharlal. They went to 
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Poona and met Gandhi. Their joint demands were rejected 
by the Viceroy. The Nehrus returned to Naini prison. 
Motilal fell ill and was released. He went to Mussoorie. 
Jawaharlal was also released so that he could be with his 
father. When he returned to Allahabad, Jawaharlal was 
arrested. Motilal fell ill again. Gandhi and Jawaharlal 
rushed to his bedside. As Motilal was being taken to Luck- 
now from Mussoorie, he died on February 6, 1931. Gandhi 
felt he had lost his closest friend. Jawaharlal was grief- 
stricken. He was now on his own. 

Motilal had lived a full life. He had given up a princely 
life for a life of suffering. He had been a great patriot and 
a great leader, a king among men. He had given away his 
palatial house, Anand Bhawan, to the nation. It was re- 
named Swaraj Bhawan. He had built a new house for his 
family, and this house was called Anand Bhawan. It is now 
a place of pilgrimage. He had given much to the nation. 
He had given Jawaharlal to it. 

There were talks in London between the British Govern- 
ment and moderate Indian leaders who went to London. 
These talks were called the Round Table Conferences. At 
the first conference, Congress leaders were not present. 
They were still in prison and they refused to take part in it. 

Gandhi attended the second conference after an agree- 
ment with the Viceroy. This was called the Gandhi-Irwin 
Agreement. Some called it a truce, because there might be 
a struggle again between the British and the Congress. The 
Viceroy agreed to Gandhi's conditions. The Congress met 
at Karachi and decided to send Gandhi to London as its only 
representative. He went there in his loin cloth, charmed 
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The Second Round Table Conference, London, 1931: at right Gandhi, 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Srinivasa Shastri, Tej Bahadur Sapru 


everyone, and made stirring speeches. But the British were 
in no mood to grant Swaraj. The second Round Table Con- 
ference was a failure. Gandhi was disappointed. 

In India, the Gandhi-Irwin Agreement was broken. 
Jawaharlal was blamed for it by the British and by the 
moderates. But the officials did not want the agreement 
to succeed. The peasants were in revolt in the United 
Provinces. Jawaharlal led them. The Government would 
not allow any movement. Jawaharlal was arrested. Gandhi 
heard of it when he was returning from London. He him- 
self was arrested soon after landing on Indian soil. 


The third Round Table Conference met in London with- 
out the Congress. 
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11 Life in Prison 


Jawaharlal loved action and often came into clash with the 
Government. He was arrested many times and spent many 
years of his life in prison. He was in different prisons—at 
Naini, Bareilly, Dehra Dun, Almora, Alipore in Calcutta, and 
Ahmadnagar. It was hard to be cut off from life, to be away 
from the family, and to be lonely. Prison conditions were 
always bad. The prison officials were usually courteous and 
allowed him to receive journals and books. But prison was 
prison and the atmosphere was sometimes unbearable. 
Jawaharlal did not become bitter because of his life in 
prison. He bore no grudge. He tried to make the best of it. 
He followed a hard discipline. He did physical exercises and 
this kept him physically fit. He also did hard mental work 


and his mind was always fresh. Days and weeks and months 


passed, A few interviews were allowed, and they were pre- 
cious. There were fortnightly letters from home or from 
friends in other prisons, and they were precious too. He had 
companions sometimes but at other times he was alone.. He 
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did gardening and loved it. He used to spin a little daily. 
He watched birds and animals. He read much and wrote 
much. Novels made him mentally slack and he read few of 
them. He liked travel books and books containing pictures, 
especially of mountains and glaciers and deserts. 

Jawaharlal was a great writer. He was considered one 
of the finest writers of English.. He did his best writing in 
prison. He had time and his mind had some rest there. 
From 1931 to 1933, he wrote letters from time to time to his 
little daughter, Indira. These letters were on history, from 
the beginning till modern times. Jawaharlal wrote mainly 
from memory but he seemed to remember everything. He 
wrote of the old civilizations, the revolutions which had 
changed the course of history, and the social and economic 
problems of the world. The letters were later published in 
the form of a book called Glimpses of World History. It is 
one of the finest histories of the world in one book. 

Jawaharlal also wrote An Autobiography in prison. It 
was written between June 1934 and February 1935 and was 
published in 1936 in England. It became famous immediate- 
ly. It was sold and read widely. Its frankness and charm 
impressed the world. At times it reads like poetry. Jawa- 
harlal wrote the book at a difficult period in his life, when his 
mind was troubled and he had many doubts. He criticized 
Gandhi and others freely. But he wrote honestly and with 
modesty and he put himself many questions. It was both an 
account of himself and a history of the times. It is one of 
the best autobiographies. 

Jawaharlal was imprisoned in Ahmadnagar Fort in 1942 
and had to stay there for nearly three years. There he wrote 
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The Discovery of India. This, too, became a famous book. 
It deals with India’s long past, then with the problems of the 
present, and gives a glimpse of the future. It is living history. 
The past comes back to life in Jawaharlal’s pages. . He had 
travelled widely in the country and he knew the different 
people of the different parts very well. He realized how 
diverse they were, yet how they were one people. He dis- 
covered India and her people, and the book shows his great 
love for them. Jawaharlal’s life in prison was not wasted. 
He made the best use of his time. He wrote three great books 
while he was in prison. 


In Naini Jail, 1930 


12 Lucknow and Faizpur 


There was a lull in the freedom struggle. 


There was severe repression and the people were angry 
but helpless. The Viceroy, Lord Willingdon, used harsh 
measures. After Gandhis return from London, he and 
Jawaharlal were frequently in and out of prison. On August 
17, 1932, the British Government announced their decision 
to treat the untouchables as a separate community and 
grant them separate electorates. The decision was called 
the Communal Award. Gandhi, in prison, protested and 
went on a fast. He was released. After much negotiation, 
it was agreed that the Communal Award would be with- 
drawn. The untouchables would remain a part of the 
Hindu community. Gandhi called them Harijans, the peo- 
ple of Hari, God. Everyone now knows them as Harijans. 
Gandhi devoted himself to their welfare. If India was to 
be free, they were to be free, he said. 


Jawaharlal was released in August 1933 when his mother 
was seriously ill. When her health improved, he used his 
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freedom to meet Gandhi and other leaders and to attend to 
domestic affairs. It was known he might be arrested again 
soon. So he decided to go to Calcutta for consultations about 
Kamala’s health. 

On January 15, 1934, there was a big earthquake in Bihar. 
Large parts of the province were in ruins. Many people 
suffered. From Calcutta Jawaharlal went to Bihar to watch 
the relief operations. He condemned the Government for 
incompetence and inefficiency in organizing relief. When he 
returned to Allahabad, he was arrested. The warrant of arrest 
had been sent from Calcutta where he had made strong 
speeches. He was taken to Calcutta and kept in the Presi- 
dency Prison and tried there and sentenced to two years. He 
was later transferred to Alipore Central Prison. At first he 
did not like the atmosphere of the prison. But gradually he 
got accustomed to the conditions in Alipore and to the climate 
of Calcutta. 

In May he was transferred to the prison at Dehra Dun 
with its nearby mountains. In the new atmosphere he read 
much, he watched nature in action, and he thought of the 
world and its problems. There in June 1934 he started 
writing his autobiography. 

Towards the end of July, Kamala’s condition rapidly grew 
worse and within a few days became critical. On August 11 
Jawaharlal was asked to leave Dehra Dun and was sent under 
police escort to Allahabad. This freedom did not last long. 
On August 25 he was arrested again and sent to Naini 
Prison. Some weeks later he was transferred to the district 
prison at Almora so that he could be nearer to Kamala, who 
was at Bhowali for treatment. In November he was forty- 
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five, and he thought he had still many years to live. On 
February 11, 1935, he completed writing his autobiography. 

In September 1935 he was suddenly discharged from 
Almora Prison to enable him to join Kamala, who had been 
taken to Germany in May of that year. Jawaharlal watched 
the rise of Hitler to absolute power in Germany. In Italy 
Mussolini had long been a dictator. Both Hitler and Musso- 
lini threatened to disturb the peace. After Kamala’s death 
in February 1936 Jawaharlal returned to India to preside 
over the Congress session at Lucknow. His mother also had 


died. 


On his way back from Europe Jawaharlal passed through 
Rome. Mussolini, the Italian dictator, wanted to see him but 
he refused to go. 


At Lucknow Jawaharlal spoke not only of the freedom 
struggle in India but of the larger struggle for freedom in the 
world. He had seen the forces of aggression rise in Europe. 
Britain and other countries were imperialist powers. All over 
the world they held down many peoples, such as the Indians. 
Italy had an empire and, under Mussolini, was threatening 
to grab more territory. Germany, under Hitler, was threaten- 
ing the peace of other countries. In the East, Japan was 
taking over large parts of China. Jawaharlal presented. this 
picture of the world to the Congress delegates at Lucknow. 
They began to understand for the first time that there could 
be no peace in the world if there was no peace in any part 
of it. 

They learnt that India’s freedom struggle was a part of 
the freedom struggle of peoples all over the world. Jawahar- 
lal taught the Congress and India to develop a world outlook. 


52 


Jawaharlal also preached socialism. Socialism meant the 
people’s control of public wealth and equal opportunities for 
all. There were princes and zamindars on one side and the 
backward and downtrodden people on the’other. There were 
the rich people on one side and the poor on the other. Jawa- 
harlal said that India must establish social and economic 
equality. This could not be done in a short time. But the 
ideal must be kept in mind. Many Congressmen did not like 
Jawaharlal’s ideas, but he went on presenting them boldly. 

Jawaharlal was also fighting communalism. People were 
Hindus or Muslims, Sikhs or Christians. They thought as 
Hindus or as Muslims, as Sikhs or as Christians. This pro- 
moted separatism, and Jawaharlal felt that it would be harm- 
ful to the growth of the nation. He condemned communal 
organizations. He wanted the people to be Indians above 
all, above community, above caste. He did not pretend to 
be a religious person, but he did not mind others following 
whatever religion they liked. But religion had to be put in 
its proper place. It must be kept separate from politics and 
must not be allowed to divide people. This is called secular- 
ism. It is also the scientific spirit. Jawaharlal asked the 
People to cast away old ideas and old habits. He wanted 
them to know they were living in modern times, in the age 
of Science, and must possess modern minds. 

As Congress president, Jawaharlal continued to spread 
his ideas. The peasants and labourers liked him. The youth 
adored him: he was their idol. Among Congress leaders, 
he was the closest to Gandhi. He was very popular and he 
Was asked to be Congress president for euleamore year. Sy 

e presided over the Congress session at Faizpur also. His 


53 


| Subhas Bose 


presided over the Congress session in 
1938 at Haripura. But there were 


- He was elected 
again the following year, but he resi 


gned. He later left the 
country to fight for India’s freedom from abroad. 


13 Europe Again 


The sound of war drums was heard in Europe. Events were 
moving fast. Hitler took over Austria and threatened to take 
Over part of Czechoslovakia. Mussolini invaded Albania. In 
Spain a civil war was raging fiercely. The people there had 
overthrown the king and established a republic. But a Gen- 
eral named Franco landed with troops to overthrow the re- 
public. Franco used foreign troops and the republicans were 
fighting a losing battle. Mussolini helped Franco. 

Like many other people, Jawaharlal was stirred by the 
struggle of the Spanish republic. People from various coun- 
tries went to Spain and fought by the side of the republicans. 
Jawaharlal had a great desire to see the struggle and to 
express his sympathy. He went to Spain and moved about 
the trenches with republican soldiers. 

Jawaharlal then went to Vienna, Prague, Budapest, and 
other places. He saw Fascist and Nazi forces threatening 
peace everywhere. The Fascists were Mussolinis party ; 
they did not allow any other party to function. The Nazis 
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In Spain during the civil war 


were national socialists w 


ho followed Hitler. ‘They talked of 


forces of their 


ion to guns than to bread for the people. » 
They threatened peace. Hitler wanted to take over as many 


countries as possible. He believed that the Germans were al 
superior race and had a right to rule over others, 

Jawaharlal hated Fascism and Nazism. But he also dis- 
liked the policy of Britain and France. They did nothing to 
stop Hitler from threatening small countries like Czechoslo- 
vakia and Poland. They allowed Mussolini to help Franco 
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in Spain against the rightful government. In September 1938 
they entered into an agreement with Hitler at Munich. 
Under this agreement they allowed Hitler to take over part of 
Czechoslovakia. They said they were doing it for the sake of 
peace. But people all over the world denounced it as a cow- 
ardly surrender. Britain and France were afraid of having 
to fight Hitler, and they gave in. Jawaharlal denounced the 
Munich Pact bitterly. His sympathy was with Czechoslo- 
vakia. The Prime Minister of Britain at that time was Cham- 
berlain, ‘and Jawaharlal felt contempt for him. Jawaharlal’s 
actions in those days are still remembered by the brave people 
of Czechoslovakia and by other victims of Fascim and Nazism. 

Jawaharlal returned to India with his mind full of the 
events in Europe. He knew there would be war. He knew 
that India would be drawn into it. He wanted the people to 
think of the whole world and what part they should play in it. 

Hitler did not rest with Munich. He violated that agree- 
ment and took over the whole of Czechoslovakia. He was 
threatening Poland. Britain and France gave a guarantee 
that they would help Poland if Hitler attacked her. 

Jawaharlal went on a visit to China to see how the war 
there was going on. He had sent a medical mission to China 
to express India’s sympathy with her. He now went himself 
to express the sympathy of the Indian people with the Chinese. 
While he was in China, Hitler attacked Poland, and there 
was war in Europe. 
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14 World War 


War broke out in Europe in September 1939 and spread to 
the whole world. It was called the Second World War. 
Jawaharlal cut short his visit to China and returned. He saw 
clearly what the war meant. The British were fighting Hitler 
but they were really fighting in defence of their empire. It 
was not India’s war. The British had drawn the Indian peo- 
ple into it without their consent. At the same time, Hitler 


represented evil, and Jawaharlal did not want Hitler to win. 
It was a difficult situation, but Ja 


India was asked to wait 
for freedom till the end of the war. 


The Congress had formed 


ministries in 1937 in some 
provinces. They now resigned. 


Gandhi asked people not to 
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co-operate with the British in the war effort. To make the 
protest effective, he started a No-war Satyagraha in July 1940. 
Vinoba Bhave was selected as the first Satyagrahi. He was 
a worker in Gandhi’s ashram and now came to be widely 
known for the first time. Jawaharlal was to be the second 
Satyagrahi. He represented the political side. 

Vinoba and others were arrested. Before Jawaharlal 
could offer Satyagraha, he was arrested for some speeches 
he had made in Gorakhpur. He was tried at that place and 
sentenced to four years’ imprisonment. The sentence was so 
severe that it shocked the country and was condemned even 
in England. Gandhi himself was arrested in October 1940. 
The Satyagraha went on. Thousands of Congress workers 
were in prison. The war effort went on too, but it was clear 
that the people had nothing to do with the war. 

The war was yet distant from India, though Hitler con- 
quered France and other countries and attacked the Soviet 


Union. But in December 1941 Japan entered the war, de- 
stroyed a large part of the American fleet at Pearl Harbour 
in a surprise attack, and swiftly conquered many countries in 
the Far East. America entered the war immediately after 
Pearl Harbour and the war now spread to the whole world. 
When Japan conquered Malaya and Burma, the war a 
brought to India’s borders. The British Government y T 
they could not defend India without the co-operation ot the 
Indian people. They released the Congress leaders x. 
The British sent proposals to India oe aa an 
ter, Sir Stafford Cripps. They Wee calle a e : re 
Posals, They offered some power to the pee pe A Avge 
the period of the war and freedom after the war. 
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Indian people were not yet trusted. They were not offered 
the power to defend themselves, Gandhi rejected the British 
proposals outright. Jawaharlal was anxious that India should 
fight against Hitler, Mussolini, and Japan and was prepared 
to negotiate. But he wanted real power immediately so that 
the Indian people could defend themselves and defend the 
forces of freedom. But Cripps and the British Government 
did not agree. Even if Indians had other powers, they would 
not have control of defence. 

There were differences among the Congress leaders. 
Gandhi stuck to non 
and most other Co 
defence. Japanese forces mi 


not quarrel. They were 
and that she must be given power immediately, 


Some people thought there was a split between Gandhi 
and Jawaharlal. Both of them denied it. Jawaharlal said 


hearts. And I know thi 
it 


will speak my language,’ 


Gandhi and Sir Stafford Cripps 


15 Quit India 


The situation was desperate. The British armies were in 
retreat everywhere. The Japanese might attack India at any 
moment. But the British would not agree to give freedom. 


They said they would transfer power only after the war, if the 
ng themselves. But they proposed 


Indian people agreed amo 
a scheme which could only keep the Indian people divided. 


Some Muslims had a separate organization. It was called 
the Muslim League. It demanded a separate homeland for 
Muslims, That would mean partition of the country. Hindu- 
ism and Islam were different religions, but Hindus and Mus- 
lims were one people. They spoke the same language, had 
the same habits, and had the same needs and desires. But 
the Muslim League and its leader, Jinnah, said that the Mus- 
lims were a separate nation and must have a separate State. 
This was called the two-nation theory. The Congress did not 
accept it. To Gandhi and Jawaharlal there could be no sepa- 
ration between Hindus and Muslims. Two religions did not 
mean two nations and there was no need for two States. The 
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Gandhi wanted to press t 
gave the slogan ‘ Quit India’ 


SS met in Bombay and 
Gandhi and Jawaharla] 
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made strong speeches. Gandhi wanted freedom so that the 
Indian people could unite and solve their problems. Jawa- 
harlal wanted freedom so that the Indian people could fight 
in defence of world freedom. 

The day after the Congress passed the resolution, the 
British Government arrested Gandhi and all the other lead- 
ers. Gandhi was put in the Aga Khan's Palace near Poona. 
Jawaharlal, Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, and Rajendra 
Prasad were sent to Ahmadnagar Fort. There were up- 
risings all over the country ; and there was severe repression. 
The people were in revolt. They had no leaders and no 
plan of action. Thousands were sent to prison, thousands 
of rupees were collected as fines. Many were shot, some 
were hanged. It was the biggest revolt in the country after 
1857, 


In February 1943 Gandhi began a fast. The Government 


carried on propaganda saying that he had been responsible 
for the disturbances in the country. He repudiated this 
propaganda. His health was not good and he nearly died. 
But he lived through it. In prison, Kasturba and his be- 
loved disciple, Mahadev Desai, died. Their deaths meant a 
great loss to Gandhi. 


The British and their allies were now winning battles. 


Hitler was exhausted by the war against the Soviet Union, 
and the Americans were turning the Japanese back. Gandhi 
was released in May 1944. He held talks with Jinnah, seek- 
ing an agreement between the Congress and the Muslim 
League. The talks failed. 

In 1945 the war ended. In July the Labour Party came 
to power in Britain. They wanted to make another attempt 
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ratings in the Navy and th 
to the British that the 
long. 


© warning was clea 
y would not be able to 


r. It was clear 


hold India for 


16 | Partition 


The war in Europe came to an end. In the summer of 1945 
the new Viceroy, Lord Wavell, released Jawaharlal and other 
leaders. He held talks in Simla with representatives of lead- 
ing parties for a political settlement. Gandhi was present. 
But nothing came of the talks. Jinnah insisted that the Mus- 
lim League alone represented the Muslims. The Congress 
said that it also represented the Muslims. 

The war in the Far East was going on. The Americans 
had made the atom bomb, and they dropped one first on Hiro- 
shima and then another on Nagasaki in Japan. The two bombs 
caused terrible destruction. The Japanese surrendered and 
the war in the Far East also ended. But there was great 
shock throughout the world that the atom bomb had been 
used. 

Jawaharlal was full of pride at the resistance shown by 
the Indian people to British might, after the leaders had been 
arrested. He felt that freedom was near, and that the British 
could not further delay it. The Soviet Union was now a lead- 


ing power. America was another. 
imperialism and they did not want 


longer. But the difficulty was to make the Muslim League 
agree to the transfer of power to I 


ndian hands. The Muslim 
League insisted on partition of the country and every British 
plan seemed to support it. 


They both stood against 
Britain to rule India any 


Partition made no sense 


be partition when Hindus and Muslims lived in the same 
vill i 


Under the long-term proposals, there was to be a Consti- 
tution-making body, or Constituent Assembly. Jawaharlal 
had demanded this long ago on the basis of what was called 
self-determination. Every people must be free to determine 
their future. The Indian people were to be free to frame 
their Constitution. But, under the long-term proposals, some 
parts of the country were to be free not to join the Indian 
Union ; they could remain separate. This meant partition. 
The Congress accepted the long-term proposals with the 
hope that partition could be avoided. 

The short-term proposals were for an interim national 
Government to work till the Constitution was framed. It was 
called an interim Government because it was to be provisional 
and was not to be based on the strength of parties. The Gov- 
ernment was to consist of the representatives of the Congress 
and the Muslim League, and others. 

The Muslim League did not accept the short-term pro- 
posals because Jawaharlal had said that the Congress would 
go into the Constituent Assembly to shape Indian freedom 
as it liked. The Muslim League said the Congress had re- 
jected the long-term proposals and so had no right to form 
an interim national Government. h 

Jawaharlal was president of the Congress at this time, 
and the Congress accepted the short-term proposals. So 
Lord Wavell appointed Jawaharlal vice-president of the 
Viceroy’s Executive Council. The vice-president and the 
other members were to work as a cabinet. The vice-presi- 
dent presided over it and was, in a sense, Prime Minister. 
Jawaharlal invited not only leading Congressmen but others, 
especially representatives of minority communities, to join 
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the Government. Jawaharlal showed great zeal and enthu- 
siasm in his work. He worked like a Prime Minister. Sardar 


Patel, Rajendra Prasad, and Maulana Azad were members of 
the Government. 


After some months the Viceroy persuaded the Muslim 
League to join the Government. Some members were drop- 
ped from the Executive Council and Muslim League mem- 
bers joined it. But they obstructed business and did not co- 
operate with Jawaharlal. They wanted to force partition. 
The Constituent Assembly met in November. Jawaharlal 
made fine speeches there and laid down broad social and 
economic objectives, He gave shape and content to freedom. 


The Constituent Assembly went on with its work, though the 
Muslim League did not enter it, 


er Pakistan th, : 
wanted. an Jinnah had 
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Members of the Interim National Government, 1946 


Gandhi was opposed to partition. So was Jawaharlal. 
But Jawaharlal and other Congress leaders felt that freedom 
could not be postponed further. The people must be free 
immediately to shape their future as they liked. Also, unwill- 
ing units could not be forced into the Indian Union. The 
Congress could not fight both Britain and the Muslim League 
for ever. Jawaharlal felt that freedom, even on the basis of 
partition, was better than a permanent division within the 
~ country, even if it was free. It was better to have a Pakistan 
outside than inside. To Jawaharlal, it was secession, a sepa- 
ration, not partition. Gandhi did not want to stand in the 
way. 

Jawaharlal and other Congress leaders felt that separa- 
tion would be smooth and friendly. But the Muslim League 
did not co-operate. There were many communal riots in 
northern India. Muslims fled from India, and Hindus fled 
from Pakistan. There was much bloodshed and suffering. 
There was to be much bitterness between the two countries. 
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On August 15, 1947, Jawaharlal was sworn in as the first 
Prime Minister of free India. He was fifty-eight, and he 
looked young and fit and cheerful. The pledge of freedom 
had been fulfilled. The people were free to build their 
future. 

In a speech in the Const 
Jawaharlal said : ‘ Long year 
tiny. Now the time comes 


Independence 


our children may dwell? | 
August 15, he described h 
Indian people. 


n a broadcast to the nation on 
imself as the first servant of the 


There was a long 
Bengal and Punjab were gravely disturbed, 
of Hindus and Muslims killed or uprooted 
There was Hindu-Muslim tension in other pla 
Gandhi had toured villages in East Pakista: 
people. Now he was busy in Bihar and 


with thousands 
and driven out. 
ces in the north. 
n to comfort the 
Delhi, Jawaharlal 
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Jawaharlal Nehru being sworn in as Prime Minister, 1947 


rushed from place to place to prevent the killing of Muslims. 
He sometimes rushed bravely into the streets of Delhi at 
grave risk to his life. It was a matter of faith for him. 
Gandhi preached peace daily at his prayer meetings. He 
went on a fast for peace between Hindus and Muslims. The 
leaders of the two communities promised that peace would 
be kept and he broke his fast. 

One evening a bomb was thrown at his prayer meeting. 
Gandhi went on preaching his message. On January 30, 
1948, he was shot dead by a Hindu named 
Godse. The nation was shocked. Gandhi 
had given his life for communal unity. 

Jawaharlal, in a message broadcast to the 
people, said : ‘The light has gone out of our 
lives and there is darkness everywhere. .. 
The light has gone out, I said, and yet I was 
wrong. For the light that shone in this coun- 
try was no ordinary light. The light that has 
illumined this country for these many many , 
years will illumine this country for many more 
years, and a thousand years later, that light 
will be seen in this country and the world will 
see it. 


The whole world paid homage to 
Gandhi. The nation was in mourn- 
ing. Jawaharlal felt lonely without 
Gandhi. 

There were big tasks ahead, and 
Jawaharlal could not afford to relax 
or rest. The refugees had to be 
housed and fed. Partition left diffi- 
cult problems between India and 
Pakistan. Pakistans leaders had 
wanted Pakistan but they were not 
reconciled to the results of partition. 
It left Pakistan a smaller country with smaller resources. 
This bred an inferiority complex among Pakistani leaders. 
India still had more than fifty million Muslims. It was still 
the biggest Muslim country in the world after 
and Pakistan. These Muslims enjoyed equal rights with 
other citizens belonging to other religions. But with much 
communal tension, Jawaharlal had to assert that India be- 
longed to men of all religions. This was the secular outlook. 
The country was above any particular religion, 

The Indian people were fr 
Constitution for themselves. 


Indonesia 


Jawaharlal moved in the Constituent Assem 
tion on objectives which gave shape to the Constitution It 
took nearly two years to complete it, z 
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On January 26, 1950, the Constitution came into effect. 
Rajendra Prasad became the first President of the republic. 
India was to have no monarch. But the British Common- 
wealth agreed to have a republic as a member, and India 
remained in the Commonwealth. The head of the Common- 
wealth is the British Sovereign. This was a concession made 


Signing the Constitution of the Indian Republic, 1950 


by India for the sake of the unity of the Commonwealth. It 
did not restrict India’s freedom. Other Asian and African 
countries followed India, and the British Empire became a 
Commonwealth of free nations. 

The British had left India free but divided. There were 
nearly six hundred princes in India, with big or small terri- 
tories, but each with ruling powers. They were all under the 
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British power, but when the British were leaving India they: 
said the princes were independent and could join India or 
Pakistan, as they wished. 

Jawaharlal had worked among the subject peoples of the 
princes and these people had grown in strength ; and the 
princes were not strong enough to make themselves inde- 
pendent. Almost all of them who were within Indian terri- 
tory agreed to join the Indian Union, because they knew 
their peoples would not allow them to remain apart. Sardar 
Patel, as Home and States Minister, did much good work 
in making the princes agree. There was trouble only in 
Hyderabad and in Kashmir. Police action was taken against 
Hyderabad, and then Hyderabad joined the Indian Union. 
Raiders from Pakistan attacked Kashmir to force the ruler 
to join Pakistan. But the ruler joined the Indian Union, 
and India had to send troops to defend Kashmir. 


With Sardar Patel, Deputy Prins chars 


18 Kashmir and Pakistan 


Jawaharlal’s ancestors had come from Kashmir but he himself 
had nothing to do directly with that State. He visited it often 
and loved it for its beautiful valleys and snow-clad mountain- 
tops. Kashmir had been made for peace, but there was con- 
flict. The Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir could not decide 
whether to join India or Pakistan. Every other ruler had 
made his decision. The rulers whose States were in Indian 
territory joined the Indian Union, and the rulers whose States 
were in Pakistan territory joined Pakistan. Kashmir was be- 
tween India and Pakistan and its ruler could join either 
country. But he did not decide quickly. 

India was prepared to wait, but the rulers of Pakistan 
would not. Towards the end of 1947 they organized raiders 
from the tribal people of the North-West Frontier and sent 
them across the border into Kashmir. These raiders looted 
villages and killed people and were advancing on Srinagar, 
the capital. The people were in a state of alarm. The 
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Maharaja fled in panic. At 
this time he declared that 
his State was joining the 
É Indian Union. India could 
Í not remain inactive. Jawa- 
harlal and Sardar Patel de- 
| cided that Kashmir must be 
defended against the raid- 
ers. Gandhi blessed their 
action and troops were sent. 

India did not like the 
use of force, but she had to 
= defend Kashmir by force. 
She declared that as soon 
aS peace was established, 
the people about the future 


Enjoying a ride in Kashiniy 
there would be a reference to 
of Kashmir. 


Indian troops were flown into Srinagar at short notice but 
they successfully repelled the Pakistani raiders. Pakistan said 
that the raiders had acted on their own, but soon Pakistani 
n. India was in 
out the Pakistanis completely from Kash 
she would have to attac 


want a war. She had great faith in the Unite 
early in 1948 Curity Council, 
the most important organ of the United Nations, 

ould not send raiders or help 
them in any way and that the Kashmir question should be 
settled peacefully. The Security Council did not deal directly 
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with India’s complaint. Britain and America especially 
ignored India’s charge of Pakistani aggression. They 
treated India and Pakistan as equal parties. The Security 
Council appointed a commission which was to bring about 
first a truce in Kashmir and then an agreement on how to 
find out the wishes of the people about Kashmir’s future. 
The commission affirmed Pakistan’s aggression and said that 
Pakistan had concealed the fact that she had sent troops. 
Under the commission’s resolutions, Pakistan’s forces were 
to be withdrawn from Kashmir, India would exercise con- 
trol, and then the people would decide whether to join 
India or Pakistan. The means of finding out the people’s 
wishes was loosely called a plebiscite. 


India could have driven out the Pakistani troops by force. 
But for the sake of peace she had made a complaint to the 
Security Council. No justice was done to that complaint, and 
Jawaharlal was disappointed. He agreed to a truce, under 
protest. For him, peace was important, and he did not want 
war with Pakistan. A cease-fire line was established. In law, 
the whole of Kashmir belongs to India, but one-third is under 
Pakistan’s occupation, and Pakistan has often violated the 
cease-fire line. 

Many years have passed since then. A plebiscite could 
not be held because Pakistan would not withdraw her forces 
first. While Pakistan’s forces remained, a plebiscite could not 
be free and fair. After nearly twenty years part of Kashmir 
is still under Pakistan’s occupation. The Security Council has 
not been able to make Pakistan carry out its resolutions. The 
Council made more than one attempt to mediate, but it did 
not succeed. The Council now wants India and Pakistan to 
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settle the question themselves directly. But Pakistan’s lead- 
ers refuse. They go on talking of a plebiscite. 

In September 1965, after Jawaharlal’s death, Pakistan 
committed a second aggression in Kashmir. First she sent 
large batches of raiders across the cease-fire line, and then she 
also attacked across the Indian boundary in the south. India 
retaliated and attacked Pakistan. The Security Council inter- 
vened and brought about a cease-fire. It again said that the 
two countries should settle the dispute directly between 
themselves. The Soviet Union then took the initiative and 
called a conference of Indian and Pakistani leaders at Tash- 
kent. They agreed not to use force in settling disputes, and 
to settle Kashmir and other disputes directly between them- 


selves. But Pakistan has not observed the Tashkent Agree- 
ment. She refuses to agree to direct talks, 


most of the people of Kashmir 
has millions of Muslims, and s 
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For India, there is no Kashmir problem. If there is a dis- 
pute with Pakistan over Kashmir, she is prepared to settle it 
directly and peacefully. Jawaharlal settled other disputes 
with Pakistan generously. He always worked for friendship 
with Pakistan. Pakistan had no better friend than he. He 
wanted peace in Kashmir and he worked for it till the end. 
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19 India and the World 


Among Indians, Jawaharlal knew most about the rest of the 
world. He had read history deeply, he had travelled wide- 
ly, and he had thought much about India’s relations with 
other countries. Even in 1946, when he was 
dent of the Viceroy’s Executive Council 


When India became free in 1947, Jawaharla 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister. He 
about foreign affairs, and so he remain 
till his death. The world also liked his being his country’s 
Foreign Minister. Whoever else might have been 


the F; oreign 
Minister, Jawaharlal would have made the foreign policy, 


l became both 
‘new the most 
ed Foreign Minister 
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He knew it best, for he had shaped India’s foreign policy 
when she was still a subject nation. Free India’s foreign 
policy grew from subject India’s foreign policy. 

“Foreign policy’ means a country’s relations with the rest 
of the world. Jawaharlal had grown under Gandhi's influ- 
ence, and he wanted to introduce truth, non-violence, and 
other ideas of Gandhi into relations between countries. India 
wanted peace in the world and she worked for it. She worked 
against nations wasting money and energy on arms. She 
worked against the atom bomb and the hydrogen bomb. She 
opposed military blocs like Nato (the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization) and the establishment of military bases in other 
people’s territories. If there was to be peace, all countries 
should be free. The rule of one country over another country 
is called colonialism. India was opposed to it. 

India was free. But Jawaharlal wanted other countries 
also to be free. There were many countries in Asia and Africa 
that were not free. India worked for their freedom. She 
helped Indonesia and other countries to be free. She took 
up the cause of Asian and African countries till they were all 
free. For this, she had to oppose and displease Britain, 
France, Holland, and other European countries which had 
colonies and were colonial powers. Their vast possessions 
were called empires. Those empires are now gone. But they 
were coming back in another form, with European countries 
establishing a new hold on their former colonies. Jawaharlal 
led the fight against this new colonialism also. 

India was always trying to work for other countries, and 
people praised Jawaharlal for this. He said that India’s policy 
was in India’s own interest. If other countries were free, it 
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would make India’s own freedom strong. If there were peace 
in the world, India too would enjoy peace ; and she needed 
it so that she could work for a better life for her people. 
If there was war, India would be drawn into it, and her 
own peace would be disturbed, 


There were two groups of countries in the world. They 
were called power blocs because they were led by powerful 
nations. There was danger of a war between them. One 
power bloc was led by America and the other by the Soviet 
Union. America and the Soviet Union were now the biggest 
Powers in the world. They had different political and eco- 
nomic systems and their ways of life were different. They 
carried on propaganda against each other throughout the 


world. It was called the ‘cold war’, because they did not 
fight with weapons, 


America and the Soviet Union were for 


a ti 
with India for not joining them, but first the sie Bue 
nion 
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Nehru with President Kennedy 
of the U.S.; with President de 
| Gaulle of France; with Queen 
Elizabeth of England ; at Tash- 
kent in Uzbek dress; and with 
Sir Abubakar Balewa and Dr. 
Azikiwe of Nigeria 


With President and Madame Tito 


of Yugoslavia 


Receiving Dr. Erhard of Germany 


understood it and then America too began to understand it. 
In the end they showed respect for India’s policy. They felt 
that it helped peace. They were giving up the cold war 
and becoming friendly to each other. 

India had to act jointly with other countries to serve 
peace, She was active in the United Nations, where all coun- 
tries, except a few, worked together. She supported peace 
and disarmament and, in order to keep the peace, sent her 
troops to places where there was trouble. She supported the 
freedom movements and aid for the development of back- 
ward countries. 


India also worked with Asian and African countries for 
their common good. In 1954 there was a conference of these 
countries at Bandung in Indonesia. Jawaharlal was the mov- 
ing spirit there. There was later a conference of non-aligned 
countries in Belgrade in Yugoslavia, and Jawaharlal was again 
the moving spirit. These conferences condemned colonial- 
ism, racialism, and armaments, and they helped peace. 

Jawaharlal established close friendship with President 
Nasser of Egypt and Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia. These two 
and Jawaharlal were known as the lea 
In 1956, when Britain, France, an 
Jawaharlal strongly condemned th 
have never forgotten it. 
of atom bomb tests. 
and he was the first 


ders of non-alignment. 
d Israel attacked Egypt, 
e attack, and the Egyptians 
He worked tirelessly for the stopping 
At last there was a treaty to stop them 
head of government to sign it, 

As Prime Minister Jawaharlal visited many countries, and 


he was received everywhere with respect, admiration, and 
love. He visited America, the Sov: 


countries and impressed pe 
energy, and friendliness. 
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20 China 


Jawaharlal respected China as a big country, with six hundred 
million people and with an ages-old civilization. When Japan 
attacked China before the Second World War, his sympathies 
were with China. India was under British rule and could do 
nothing to help China, but he sent a medical mission on 
behalf of the Congress as a token of India’s sympathy. In 
September 1939, he visited China to see the people defend- 
ing themselves against Japan. He had to return because 
war had broken out in Europe. 

At the time when India became free, there was a civil war 
in China. The Communists, under the leadership of Mao 
Tse-tung, were fighting against the Kuomintang, the ruling 
party, which was under the leadership of Chiang Kai-shek. 
Chiang and the people around him were corrupt and un- 
popular. His troops deserted him. The Communists got hold 
of the arms left by the Japanese and swept through the 
country. Peking, the capital of China, surrendered, and 
the Communists established their rule. 


Jawaharlal had sympathy for the new Chinese revolution 
and he was among the first to recognize the Communist 
regime. A vast change had taken place. China was now 
under a strong and confident regime, and Jawaharlal wanted 
India and China to work closely together as friends. 


India and China were both big countries and there had 
never been any fighting between them. Both had old civi- 
lizations of which their peoples were proud, and there had 
been cultural exchanges between 
They had a common border w 
thousand miles, 
and they must 


them for many centuries. 
hich was as long as two 
India and China were close neighbours, 
live as good neighbours, Peace between 
them was possible and it was necessary. So Jawaharlal 
thought, and the Chinese leaders seemed to think so too. 

In 1950 there were differences 
over Tibet. Tibet had been a buffer State between India and 
China. It was not an independent country ; it was an auton- 


omous region of China. China was overlord, but Tibet had 
a certain amount of freedom. 


between the two countries 


seemed strange to 
she had some trade 
she said that Tibet 
al and cultural free- 
greed, and the Dalai 


should enjoy soci 
dom. After some talks the Chinese a 


The most important 
interfere in the affairs of 


another country. These principles were called the Five 
Principles of Peace, and came to be known as Panch-sheel. 
These principles were gradually affirmed by most countries 
of the world. 

The relations between India and China were close. 
People from each country visited the other, and there were 
cultural delegations. Jawaharlal was received warmly in 
China in 1954, and Mr. Chou En-lai, the Chinese Prime Minis- 
ter, received a warm welcome in India more than once. The 
Chinese leaders said that China and India had to go their 
different ways but they could be friendly. The Chinese 
knew that India was an independent country and that she 
was not an agent of any other power. 

In 1950 there was a big war in Korea. The North 
Koreans, supported by the Chinese, were fighting the South 
Koreans who were supported by the Americans. India 
worked hard to bring about a truce and the Chinese 
appreciated Jawaharlal’s efforts for peace. There was 
trouble in Indo-China also, and India was again active 
in working for peace. China appreciated this too. It 
was India that helped Mr. Chou En-lai to attend the 
Bandung Conference. 

Everything seemed well between China and India, but 
there were differences about the border between them. 
When the treaty on Tibet was signed in 1954, the Chinese did 
not raise any doubts about the existing border. But in their 


maps of China the Chinese showed large areas of Indian 
harlal raised the matter with 


the maps were old and would 
hinese raised more and more 


territory, and when Jawa 
Mr. Chou En-lai, he said that 
be changed. But slowly the C 
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With the Dalai Lama 


doubts about the border and made occasional thrusts into 
Indian territory. 

In 1959 there was a revolt in Tibet, because the Chinese 
were oppressing the people. The Dalai Lama fled to the 
Indian border and sought refuge. India could not refuse him, 
and when the Dalai Lama was received in India the Chinese 
were angry. They began abusing Jawaharlal, and they raised 
disputes about the border. Jawaharlal was patient. He did 


not want a conflict between India and China, for it would be 
a long conflict and bad for both. 


land. There was alarm that 
far but Jawaharlal remained firm, 
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The Chinese knew they could not advance too far. The 
Indian people had not been prepared to meet a large-scale 
attack but now they prepared to drive the Chinese back. So 
the Chinese troops withdrew. The leaders of five countries, 
Ghana, Indonesia, Ceylon, Burma, and Egypt, met together 
at Colombo, the capital of Ceylon, and made proposals for 
peace. India was prepared for peace and accepted the pro- 
posals. But China did not. The position has not changed. 
China continues to be hostile to India and now and then 
threatens to attack again. 

Jawaharlal was disappointed with China. She had be- ` 
trayed his trust. He had been aware that China would one 
day give trouble.. But he worked to see that there would be 
no trouble and he hoped that peace between the two coun- 
tries would not be disturbed. He was not afraid to fight but 
he knew that the best way to fight was to make the people 
united and strong. China had vast armies and weapons. 
India had to develop her strength if she was to defend 
herself. So he was busy making his country strong. 

China had struck suddenly with superior forces. Yet she 
had had to withdraw, and she has not dared to attack India 
again, Even in the midst of danger, Jawaharlal remained 
brave and confident. He did not give up non-alignment. He 
knew that the Soviet Union would not support China against 
India, and he was proved to be correct. When others were 


afraid, he remained firm. 
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21 Modern Temples 


Jawaharlal thought that freedom from foreign rule was not 
enough. The people must be not only free but happy and 
prosperous. They must be strong so that they could not be 


attacked or conquered by other peoples. They must not de- 
pend on other countries for ever. 


equal, and they must have equality 
this, the people must plan. 
"Jawaharlal had believed in 
pendence. He thought it was 
out a plan. The standard of livin 


They must be socially 
of opportunity, For all 


planning long before inde- 


8 in a vast country like 
planning. He made the 


wait till freedom came. 


The Planning Commission was set up in 1950, Jawaharlal 
was its chairman till the end of his life. He helped in the 
making of the first three Plans. Each was a Five-year Plan, 
and each Plan raised the standard of living of the people. 
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People were helped to produce more in agriculture, to bring 
more land under cultivation, and to raise the yield per acre. 
In industries, India was a backward country. Under British 
rule, she had missed the Industrial Revolution. Big industries 
were established for the first time under the Plans. It was 
difficult to make progress at once. But the three Plans took 
India forward. Jawaharlal was busy preparing the Fourth 
Five-year Plan when he died. 

Jawaharlal persisted with planning when few had faith in 
it. The old Congress was thinking of the spinning wheel and 
of village industries, but Jawaharlal believed in making India 
a modern country, capable of living in a moder age. So he 
established big dams, steel plants, and science laboratories. 
He did not neglect the villages and village industries, but his 
approach was modern. He believed in science and wanted 
it to be applied to make life richer and better. 

Jawaharlal was a socialist. Under socialism the people 
make goods for use, not for profit. For this, the people as a 
whole, and not a few persons, must own the means by which 
goods are produced and distributed. Jawaharlal did not want 
a few people to become rich at the expense of most of the 
people. In India, he said, there must be planning, and that 
planning could only be socialist planning. A vast country 
like India could not make progress quickly without it. De- 
mocracy was bound to succeed in India, and socialism was 
also bound to come. He believed that socialism was modem. 
It made use of science. Each country can have only its 
own kind of socialism. India must have a socialism for 
Indian conditions. 

Soon after independence, landlordism was abolished. 
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The peasants became the masters of the land on which they 
worked. This was the first step necessary to improve agri- 
culture. The village had to be improved in other ways also. 
The village people were to be organized and helped to make 
their lives better. This was called Community Development. 


If India is to be developed quickly into a happy, prosper- 
ous country, the Government must play a big part. Private 
people do not have enough money to start big industries. 
They are not interested in starting them. Jawaharlal 
thought that India must first have big dams. Dams store 
water from big rivers for irrigation and other purposes ; they 
also produce electricity. Only the Government could build 
these dams, Among the dams built under the Plans are those 
at Bhakra Nangal in Punjab, Hirakud in Orissa, and Nag- 
arjunasagar in Andhra Pradesh. 


Steel was also very important for progress, and India 
produced little steel, 


shedpur in Bihar, and it was in private hands. So the Govern- 
ment set up big steel plants, one at Bhilai in Madhya 
Durgapur in West Bengal 
Rourkela in Orissa with 


fertilizer factory _ was 
it became a model 


Jawaharlal called thes 
modern temples. People 
that did not help them. 


of everything. They require the help of other countries, but 
they cannot depend on other countries always or for ever. 
They must ultimately depend on themselves in producing 
everything they need. 

Jawaharlal also wanted that whatever is produced must 
be distributed fairly among the people. The rich should not 
grow richer and the poor poorer. For this, too, planning is 
necessary. 

Jawaharlal taught the people how to plan, how they must 
save, how they must put their savings in development, and 
how they must work hard. He also wanted the people to 
get benefits immediately, the peasant, the worker, the young, 
and women and children. He wanted India to be changed 
rapidly from an ancient country to a modern country. He 
was an impatient man, and he has made the whole people 
impatient for change. 


Bokaro Thermal Plant of the Damodar Valley Project 


22 People’s Rule 


Jawaharlal looked a Caesar in his imperious moods, but he 


Caesars. ‘We want no 
e fashionable in Europe, 
y admirers. Long before 
democrat. Democracy 
people. It has been 


Malayalees, and others, They were differe 


Yet they were alike. They had different p 
different literatures, and diff . ackgrounds, 


essence their culture was one. Th 
underneath it all. 
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Jawaharlal liked this richness of Indian culture and he 
wanted it to remain rich. It made Indian democracy colour- 
ful, varied, and vigorous. He thought of the people as mil- 
lions and millions of individuals, each master of his fate. 
They had to work together and unitedly make India happy 
and prosperous. This was democracy. 

Jawaharlal was a great leader of the people. He under- 
stood them well. He knew how to talk to them and inspire 
them. They admired him as a brave, thoughtful, and adven- 


-d IW 


The Prime Minister listening to a villagers grievances 


turous man. They had great faith that he would lead them 
to a great future. He had vast power and he enjoyed that 
power because it helped him to do things. But he did not 
want to force people to do anything. He was a leader who 
led people by persuasion. He liked to discuss problems with 


97 


others and take decisions in consultation. He was a democrat 
by faith. 

The Constituent Assembly had been his idea. He thought 
it was the people’s representatives who should decide how 
the people would govern themselves. The people were the 
masters and they had to decide their future. With freedom 
came democracy. Every man or woman had the right to vote. 
Many people did not know how to read or write, but Jawa- 
harlal felt that everyone of a prescribed age should take part 
in electing their representatives, It was by working together 
that they could feel that they were a nation. Jawaharlal 
understood that India was changing, with her roots in the 
past. There must be change but it should not be imposed. 
There should be no majority culture or minority culture, no 


Hindu culture or Muslim culture. It should be Indian cul- 
ture. 


In a democracy people decide matters by discussion, not 
by force. Jawaharlal was a great democrat because he had 
a great capacity for discussion. He s i 
sive way. In Parliament, too, he believed in discussion: He 
was the greatest parliamentarian 
showed respect for Parliament ; 
those who did not agree with 
admit mistakes. He was someti 
gay. He was regular and pun 
only what he said but the way he said it. 


Democracy, he once said, demands many virtues 


It de- 
mands ability. It demands dedication £0 oe e onenek 
co-operation and discipline. He claimed that democracy had 


worked successfully in India. He did not claim the credit 
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for himself; he gave all the credit to the people. In four 
general elections the people showed that they could vote 
intelligently and peacefully. There were so many of them, 
and most of them were illiterate, but they took a keen 
interest in the elections. It was a huge operation but they 
carried it out with success. Everyone said that the elec- 
tions were free and fair. They were the largest elections 
held anywhere in the world. 


Democracy at the top was not enough. Jawaharlal want- 
ed democracy from the bottom. He wanted people's councils 
at the village level also. In State after State they were intro- 
duced, and they have been working well. The working of 
democracy has not been perfect. But the people learn by ex- 
perience and correct their mistakes. Jawaharlal believed that 
democracy alone could correct its mistakes. There were 
many who felt uncertain about what would happen after 
him. But he had faith in the people and that faith has 
been justified. 
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23 Prime Minister 


To be the Prime Minister of a vast country like India is a hard 
and difficult job, and Jawah 


seventeen long years. He worked long hours, till late at night 
and sometimes till the 


labour. They had to work hard to build the cou 
haram hai! (Rest is not proper)’, he often said. 

Jawaharlal was not merely Prim 
leader of the nation. He was the li 
gress. He represented his country 
India meant Jawaharlal and Jawaha 
the head of the Government, and 
every part of the work. For som 
Minister and Congress president. He gave ideas to the Con- 
gress and the Congress laid down the Programmes for the 
Government. He met distinguished Visitors from abroad and 
had to hold important talks with them. He had to entertain 
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them too. He had also to pay visits to many countries to 
strengthen friendship between them and India and to 
strengthen peace. He addressed the United Nations once in 
Paris and twice in New York. There he called upon the lead- 
ers of the world to disarm and seek peace. 

Jawaharlal had to attend Parliament regularly and speak 
there on all important occasions. He presided over meet- 
ings of the cabinet and took an interest in the work of every 
ministry. He wrote notes of advice to Chief Ministers and 
sent instructions to India’s ambassadors. He presided over 
meetings of the Planning Commission and of the National 
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Development Council. He inaugurated. many projects all 
over the country and helped many people by attending func- 
tions arranged by them. He addressed sessions of the Con- 
gress. All over the country he spoke to large gatherings of 
people, asking them to love their country, to be united, and 
to work hard. He liked to move among the people and 
learn about their needs. Whenever he met them he felt 
fresh and strong. 

In 1962 Jawaharlal fell ill for the first time. But he re- 
covered soon and was well again. In Parliament, he was still 
the best speaker. He was as quick as ever in his answers. At 
the time of the Chinese attack, he felt disappointed, but he 
stood firm as a rock. Some people were in a panic and wanted 
him to change his policies. He refused. He would not join 
either bloc and the leading countries of both blocs supported 
India. 

Jawaharlal, with all his energy and good health for so 
many years, could work so hard because he felt he must work. 
He once said : “Gandhiji has put this ideal before us, that 
we should wipe out every tear from every eye. I do not 
think we can follow this ideal completely, but we must try 
to alleviate pain.’ He tried his best again and again. Yet 
there was so much to do. In his last years, he wrote on 
his writing pad the following lines from a poem by the 
American poet, Robert Frost : 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep, 
But I have promises to keep. 
And miles to go before I sleep, 
And miles to go before I sleep. 
He kept these lines in mind till the last hours of his life. 
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24 Chacha 


Jawaharlal was a rare human being. He did not think of 
himself as a leader or as Prime Minister. He was always his 
usual self and treated all people, young and old, with con- 
sideration. He was sometimes lost in thought and would be 
in different moods. He was upset by untruthfulness, sloth, 
or inefficiency, but he would soon be his usual self again. 
He always behaved with dignity and grace. He did not know 
what it was to be mean. He met hundreds of people, and 
every one of them remembered some act of kindness of his. 
He would help old women, he would play with children, he 
would enquire of a peasant how he was getting on, and he 


would quietly help someone with money. Foreigners who 


met him were charmed by him, 


Jawaharlal did not care what happened to him or to his 


and gave him of their love abundantly and extravagantly.’ 


Jawaharlal woke up at dawn and did some exercises be- 
fore getting ready for the day. Breakfast was his favourite 
meal. He would help himself to porridge and he would cut 
fruit delicately and gracefully and distribute pieces to his 
guests. He would tell delightful stories. He would then go 
down to meet the crowd of visitors who went daily to see 
him. Then he would go to see his pets, either tiger cubs or 
pandas. He went to his office punctually. There he kept his 


Playing with a tiger cub 


secretaries and stenographers busy. There would be inter- 
views with officials, foreign visitors, or other people. His 
lunch was light, sometimes Indian, and sometimes European. 
He would relax a little and go back to the office and work 
again. 

In the evening he would do all kinds of things, address a 
meeting, hold talks with visitors, or see a dance performance. 
Dinner would again be a relaxed affair. He often had guests 
for breakfast, lunch, or dinner and, according to need, he 
would talk or relax or be lost in thought. He was a good host. 
Sometimes he gave a lunch in his garden, and then he would 
take his guests to see the pandas. 

Jawaharlal kept his word. If he said he would be present 
somewhere at a certain time, he would be there. He was 
never late. He hated slovenliness and unpunctuality. He 
lost his temper if something went wrong, but he would soon 
be calm and forgiving. He was a good correspondent. He 
answered every letter he received, though he had to dictate 
many notes and write so much. Even when he dictated, his 
style was easy, clear, and faultless. He put his trust in people. 
Some of them let him down. But he believed a person was 
good, unless it was proved he was not. 

To children he gave much. He liked to talk to them, to 
throw his garlands to them, and to play with them. Though 
he was a busy man, he found time to attend children’s func- 
tions. He was known to them as Chacha (Uncle) Nehru, 
and on his birthday, November 14, he met thousands of them 
at a rally. He saw in children the future generations, and he 
knew that the future of the country depended on them. His 
fondness for children increased with the years. Many chil- 
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dren who met him and received prizes from him remember 
him with love and reverence. He loved animals and birds, 
too. He was in tune with nature, and he loved to watch its 
changing scenery. He often went to the hills and the woods, 
to be away from the world of men, but he came back to that 
world to lead people in their struggle again. 

Jawaharlal was a great man who did great things, but 
many people remember him as a great man who was very 
human in everything he did. 


25 Last Days 


Jawaharlal had high ambitions for his country. He was 
proud of his people and of their capacity to carry on, as they 
had carried on for centuries, with hope and courage. He 
wanted to work for them till the end. He did not care what 
happened to him. Even when he was ill, he thought of 
nothing but working for his country. 

He once said : ‘There is one ambition left in me : that 
in the few years left to me, I should throw myself, with all the 
strength and energy left in me, into the work of building up 
India, I want to do it to the uttermost, till I am exhausted 
and thrown away as on the scrap-heap. I am not interested 
in what you or anybody thinks of me afterwards. It is enough 
for me that I have exhausted myself, my strength and energy, 
in India’s task.’ 

He was always a man of promise. When he was sixty, 
the Five-year Plans were yet to come. - At seventy, he was 
full of thoughts for the future of India. He was sometimes 
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very tired and twice he wanted to resign from Prime Minister- 
ship, in 1954 and in 1958, so that he could get fresh again. 
But both times he was persuaded not to resign. He did not 
want to retire for rest. There could be no rest for him 
whether in office or out. India’s problems weighed heavily 
on him, and he had a responsibility to his people, whether 
he was Prime Minister or not. So he went on working, even 
after his first illness in 1962. 

Jawaharlal was more energetic and adventurous than 
younger men, and he took an interest in everything. He went 
to Bhubaneswar in Orissa in January 1963 to attend a session 
of the All-India Congress Committee, There he had a mild 
stroke. His left side was slightly paralysed. Still he worked 
on. 

When he returned to Delhi he tried to take some rest, 
but he could not rest for long. He flew to the border between 
India and Nepal where he laid the foundation stone of a big 
irrigation project. He attended Parliament regularly and 
spoke there. He presided over a meeting of the Plan- 
ning Commission to give shape to the Fourth Five-year Plan. 
There was a session of the All-India Congress Committee in 
Bombay. He surprised everyone by taking a great interest 
in its proceedings and making vigorous speeches. 

At a press conference in Delhi someone asked hin, ‘ After 
Nehru, who?’ He answered : ‘ My lifetime is not going to 


end soon? He hoped he would live to work more, and the 
people had even greater hope. 


Jawaharlal, however, needed rest, and in May 1964 he 
flew to Dehra Dun in a helicopter for a short holiday. There 


he looked through several files. He read and he wrote. He 
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met old friends. He was looking rested and cheerful. On 
May 26 he returned to Delhi.. He worked till midnight. 
In the morning, on May 27, he woke up feeling uneasy and 
he began to read a book. His attendant asked him how he 
felt. He said he was not feeling too well. He lay in bed 
and felt too ill to get up. Doctors came, and they did their 
best. Indira was by his side. She offered her blood, if 
needed, so that his life could be saved. But it was no use. 

The news of Jawaharlal’s illness spread throughout the 
country. There was hope that he might recover. The peo- 
ple had been accustomed to his presence and refused to 
think that he would die. At 2 p.m. the attempt to save him 
had to be given up. He was dead. 

The nation was grief-stricken. Parliament was meeting at 
that time, the news was announced, and it adjourned. The 
whole world felt bereaved. Messages from leaders all over 
the world came pouring in. The nation was in mourning. 
On the morning of May 28, Jawaharlal was cremated with 
State honours. The representatives of many Governments 
came from distant countries and were present at the funeral. 

Some days later, Jawaharlal’s last will and testament was 
published. In it, he said : 

“I am proud of that great inheritance that has been, 
and is, ours, and am conscious that I too, like all of us, am 

a link in the unbroken chain which goes back to the dawn 

of history in the immemorial past of India. That chain 

I would not break, for I treasure it and seek inspiration 

from it. And as witness of this desire of my mind and as 

my last homage to India’s cultural inheritance, I am mak- 
ing this request that a handful of my ashes be thrown 
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into the Ganga at Allahabad to be carried to the great 
ocean that washes India’s shores. 


“The major portion of my ashes should, however, be 
disposed of otherwise. I want these to be carried high 
up into the air in an aeroplane and scattered from that 
height over the fields where the peasants of India toil, 
so that they might mingle with the dust and soil of 
India and become an indistinguishable part of India.’ 
Jawaharlal’s ashes were thrown into the Ganga and 

scattered from the air. But that was not the end of him. 
He lives in the minds and hearts of people not only in India 
but elsewhere. The Jawahar Jyoti goes on burning in Teen 
Murti, the house where he lived and worked for so many 
years. Thousands of people go to Shanti Vana, where he 
was cremated, to pay their homage. 

Jawaharlal needs no memorial. The whole of modern 
India is a memorial to him. The story of his life will be told 
and retold. It is the story of a brave, hard 
chivalrous man, who loved his people with all 
heart, who worked for them till the end of his 
built a hopeful future for them, They canno 
And they know they must carry 


-working, and 
his mind and 
life, and who 


t forget him. 
on his work, 


ye | The house where Jawaharlal lived for 
L} 17 years—now the Nehru Museum 
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